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The Effect of Seasons onThe Effect of Seasons on
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Why Use a Backup Generator?Why Use a Backup Generator?

• Renewable energy sources (wind and PV) and 
generators have complementary characteristics:

Characteristic Renewable Generator

Capital cost High Low
Operating cost Low High
Maintenance requirements Low High
Available on demand? No Yes

• In combination, they provide a more reliable and cost-
effective power system than is possible with either 
one alone
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